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Showcase your skills
at Bord Bia Bloom

Garden Design Opportunities

May 28" - June 15t 2026, Phoenix Park, Dublin

IN ASSOCIATION WITH


http://bordbiabloom.com

Design a garden to
inspire 100,000 people

Held over five buzzing days of the June bank
holiday weekend each year, Bord Bia Bloom is
an annual showcase of the very best of Irish
horticulture, food, drink, and sustainable living.

Our flagship Show Gardens are the heart and soul of Bloom,
bringing some of the most talented garden designers and
landscape architects from Ireland and overseas, together
with skilled landscapers, growers, and horticulturalists, to
create stunning displays that fire the imagination.

As the top visitor attraction each year, and the focal point
of media attention, the Show Gardens are an important
platform for industry talent and a cornerstone on which
many of Ireland’s top designers have built their businesses.
We are proud to have witnessed our designers’ successes
over the years and we are eager to continue to champion
their careers - and the careers of emerging designers - in
the future.

We want to hear from you

If you are garden designer or landscape architect with
the talent and ambition to create a spectacular garden
on a national stage, then we want to hear from you.

This document serves as a guide to the design process,
detailing what is involved, the benefits of designing a
Show Garden, and where you can apply to participate.
If you feel that the time is not right for you now, but
that you would like to be kept informed about Bloom
opportunities in future, then please email me at
kerrie.gardiner@bordbiabloom.com and ask to be
added to our notifications list.

For more details on this year’s Bloom, and to apply
to design a Show Garden or enter the Cultivating
Talent initiative for emerging designers, please visit
bordbiabloom.com/participate.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Kerrie Gardiner
Show Gardens and Horticulture
Content Manager, Bord Bia Bloom

Louise Checa’s Citroén
Downsizers’ Garden (pictured
above) won the prestigious
Designers’ Choice Award at
Bord Bia Bloom 2025. She
celebrates the announcement
with Kerrie Gardiner, left.




About Bord Bia Bloom:
Ireland’s favourite festival of
flowers, food, and family fun

What is Bord Bia Bloom? What is the long-term goal
of the festival?

Where and when?

Who attends Bloom?

There were over 100,000 attendees
at Bord Bia Bloom 2025

33% 67% 35% 65%

Male Female over 55 years of age under 55 years of age

85% 84%

primarily came to see plan to return in 2026
the show gardens



Bord Bia Bloom is a
media-friendly event
which attracts huge
coverage every year

I
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o ° Nora Tombor is pictured
Print Online Broadcast during filming of RTE's Bloom
ecial in 2024. Néra was one
Volume | 713 Volume | 704 Volume | 167 of two winners of Bloom’s
second Cultivating Talent
Reach | 56.8M Reach | 76.2M Reach |17.2M programme, s ponsored by

Westland Horticulture

AVE | €5.8M AVE | €1.7M AVE | £856.1K

AVE: Advertising Value Equivalent
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GOLD MEDAL SILVER GILT MEDAL SILVER MEDAL BRONZE MEDAL
WINNER WINNER WINNER WINNER

2025 2025 2025 2025
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https://www.bordbiabloom.com/judging-process/

What are the
benefits of
designing a

Show Garden?




What does the
process involve?

Designing and project managing the creation of a Bord Bia Bloom Show
Garden is a detailed and lengthy project. This begins with the application
process and submissions of initial designs in November. Work honing the
design and planning the construction and planting will begin in January
and continue in the months leading up to Bloom.

The build commences in May and all garden designers must also be
present on-site on Bloom’s media day and across the five days of the
festival. Before applying, please ensure you have the availability and
capacity to commit to this project.

A list of key dates and deadlines for Bord Bia Bloom 2026
are available here.

Design

. Register
your interest
in becoming
a designer

Planning

6. Source and
select plants
and materials

Delivery

9. Commence
build on-site

_>

_}

_}

2. Review sponsors’
garden design
canvasses

7. Prepare schedule
in partnership
with contractor

10. Prepare garden
for judging

_>

_}

_}

3. Pitch your design

8. Engage in
Bord Bia Bloom’s
PR campaign

11. Present your
garden at

Media Day

_>

_}

4. Receive feedback
from the Garden
Advisory Group
(GAG)

12. Engage with
visitors and
clients over
the five days
of the festival

_}

_>

5. Hone design
and written brief

13. Direct garden
breakdown
post-Bloom and
identify elements
for relocation


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/kubzwoizpfyhrm0xfhn9i/Bloom-26-Show-Gardens-Dates-Deadlines_website.pdf?rlkey=gtauzv0ukvbgnr9sugmi8fjqj&e=1&dl=0

What do | receive as a designer?

As a Show Garden designer you will receive the following:

Any day Car park Exhibitor Exhibitor Complimentary
tickets passes wristband - wristband ‘Evening at
single day - ALL days Bloom’ tickets

Large
%@ Carden 40 2 15 5 2

Medium
‘22 Garden 30 p. 15 5 p.

Small /
ﬁ Balcony 20 2 10 5 2

Garden




What do
previous designers
say about Bloom?






“A Show Garden comes with
a lot of hard work, but for
me it is the foundation of
where I've built everything”

Savills Urban Oasis Garden, designed by Alan
Rudden and sponsored by Savills Ireland (2022)

Alan Rudden is a garden designer and
horticulturist. He has won numerous awards
at Bord Bia Bloom, including eight gold
medals. He reveals how Bloom has benefited
his business.

“Bord Bia Bloom is an unbelievable platform.
If you have any idea percolating in your head,
it gives you the ability to express yourself on a
big blank canvas which is not in the real world
and so it has no restraints. The whole process
is amazing. To be given free rein to be able

to express yourself and deliver a design that
you want to do... where would you get that
exposure or that stage in any other industry?
That for me is the big draw at Bloom.

Above: Villa Doiia Paula, A Matter of Attitude,
designed by Alan Rudden and sponsored by
Santa Rita Estates (2019)

Left: The Pot Gallery Garden, designed by Alan
and sponsored by the Alan Rudden Collection
(2025)

There’s no doubt about it, people associate
a certain level of quality with Bloom and it
definitely adds another string to your bow
when building your business profile. You get
back what you put into anything. A Show
Garden comes with a lot of hard work, but
for me it is the foundation of where I've built
everything from. The images lend themselves
so well to social media platforms such as
Instagram and have really helped build our
brand. This should be a definite draw for any
aspiring designers.”



“Real gardens can take time to
mature so having a garden ready
to photograph has been very

helpful for my portfolio”

The Forest Balcony Garden,
designed by Kathryn Feeley,
at Bord Bia Bloom 2023

Kathryn Feeley, who designed her first

Bord Bia Bloom Show Garden in 2022, urges
other young designers to consider applying
for Bloom.

“As a new designer, getting an opportunity

to design a Show Garden was such a great
experience. Creatively you get the chance to
design something exactly how you want it.
This gives you an opportunity to explore your
own style and show it to prospective clients.

Real gardens can take time to mature so
having a garden ready to photograph has been
very helpful for my portfolio. It was also the
first time | had the chance to meet so many
people in the industry. These were the people

| had been coming to see at Bord Bia Bloom
for years and now here | was in the middle of
them! Designing a Show Garden for Bloom was
stressful, exhausting, but utterly unforgettable
and I'd thoroughly recommend it to others.”



I’m interested in

designing a Show Garden,

what should | do now?

Applications to design a Show Garden at Bord
Bia Bloom 2026 must be made online. A list
of key dates and deadlines for Bord Bia Bloom
2026 are available here.

Show Garden Application Form Guide

Show Garden Rules and Regulations

Online Application Form

Cultivating Talent

Remember, if you are an emerging designer
who has not designed a Bloom Show Garden
previously, you are eligible to apply for our
prestigious Cultivating Talent initiative.

This special competition, provides funding

and mentorship to one Bloom newcomer,
helping them to deliver their first Show Garden
at the festival.

A list of key dates and deadlines for
Bord Bia Bloom 2026 are available here.

Cultivating Talent Brochure

Cultivating Talent Application Guide

Online Application Form



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/kubzwoizpfyhrm0xfhn9i/Bloom-26-Show-Gardens-Dates-Deadlines_website.pdf?rlkey=gtauzv0ukvbgnr9sugmi8fjqj&e=2&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/kubzwoizpfyhrm0xfhn9i/Bloom-26-Show-Gardens-Dates-Deadlines_website.pdf?rlkey=gtauzv0ukvbgnr9sugmi8fjqj&e=2&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/7h55lapgnwf92jdive3yr/Bloom-26-Show-Garden-Online-Application-Design-Brief_READ-ONLY.pdf?rlkey=ic6thszy8b9v3gmag2yhbf226&e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/he8e8328saibcxe5397qx/Bloom-26-Show-Gardens-Rules-Regs.pdf?rlkey=bscgzeoxwa1mpy9yk76jk4yxj&dl=0
https://cdn.jotfor.ms/252576216621355
www.bordbiabloom.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/BBB26_Cultivating-Talent-Info-Document_FInal.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/rq34t0h7n1bw2jxuvkalw/CT-Application-READ-Only.pdf?rlkey=fatjq7794t8zpmnplbj262ocj&dl=0

https://form.jotform.com/252602402730343
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Be part of the success
of Bord Bia Bloom

To learn more about designing a prestigious Show Garden,
please contact:

Kerrie Gardiner

Show Gardens & Horticulture Content Manager
kerrie.gardiner@bordbiabloom.com

+353 86 130 4170

May 28" - June 15t 2026, Phoenix Park, Dublin bordbiabloom.com
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